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First things first!

Amber Arnold, Wisconsin State Journal



What we don’t learn



Global lockdowns led to a 17% drop in 
April CO2 emissions, ~5-8% for the year

Le Quéré et al., 2020
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Lockdowns are not the solution to our 
environmental challenges

CarbonBrief
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What we do learn

xkcd



Andrew Dessler

Early action makes an impact



What does bending the climate curve look like?

NCA 2018



The continued release of CO2 to the 
atmosphere from burning fossil fuels would 
“almost certainly cause significant changes” and 
“could be deleterious from the point of view of 
human beings […] and marked changes in 
climate, not controllable through local or even 
national efforts.

U.S. President's Science Advisory to 
President Lyndon B. Johnson 1966



What is Climate?

• Climate is the average of weather
– “Climate is what you expect, weather is 

what you get” –Andrew John Herbertson
– “Climate is your personality, weather is 

your mood” –Marshall Shepherd 
• Climate changes naturally (over eons) 

and by humans (over centuries)
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https://www.bloomberg.com/graphics/2015-whats-warming-the-world/

“CO2 is to climate what steroids was to baseball…” –Jason Samenow





Barriers to action

Stage 1. It’s not happening
Stage 2. It’s not our fault
Stage 3. It’s not that bad
Stage 4. Solutions are too costly
Stage 5. It’s too late
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David Mladenoff, UW-Madison



Projected Heavy Rainfall
Change in 2”+ inches per 24 hr rain events: 

Statistically downscaled GCM, 1980-2055 (SRES A1B)

Source: UW-Madison 
Nelson Institute
Center for Climatic Research
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Climate change is fundamentally a public health  
emergency, and can not be separated from 

issues of social justice and poverty
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Solutions are abundant
• https://www.drawdown.org/solutions

https://www.drawdown.org/solutions


Wiesner et 
al., 2020, 
Sustainability

+ 0.062 mm/yr -1.47 mm/yr -0.007 mm/yr
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Bastin et al., 2019
The Nature Conservancy





https://globalclimatestrike.net/
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