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RELEVANT EXPERTISE 
Ankur Desai is an atmospheric scientist and ecosystem ecologist who studies regional 
biogeochemical and biophysical interactions with the past, present, and future climate system, 
land management, and terrestrial ecosystems, including temperate and tropical forests, boreal 
wetlands, and lakes, at local to global scales. He applies model-data fusion and advanced 
statistical data mining approaches to experimental observations, including extensive experience 
with eddy covariance flux towers, and ecosystem and atmospheric models. 
 
PROFESSIONAL PREPARATION 
Pennsylvania State University, Ph.D., Meteorology, 2006 
University of Minnesota, M.A., Geography, 2000 
Oberlin College, B.A., Environmental Studies and Computer Science (double major), 1997 
 
PROFESSIONAL APPOINTMENTS 
2011-  Associate Professor, Dept. of Atmospheric & Oceanic Sciences, U. Wisconsin 
2009-  Faculty affiliate, Limnology and Marine Sciences, College of Engineering 
2008-  Faculty affiliate, Center for Climatic Research, Nelson Institute  
2007-2011 Assistant Professor, Dept. of Atmospheric & Oceanic Sciences, U. Wisconsin 
2006-2007 Postdoctoral Fellow, Advanced Study Program, NCAR 
2002-2006 Graduate Research Assistant, Dept. of Meteorology, Pennsylvania State U. 
2000-2001 Research Fellow, Dept. of Forest Resources, University of Minnesota 
1998-2000 ICGC MacArthur Scholar Fellow, Dept. of Geography, University of Minnesota 
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SYNERGISTIC ACTIVITIES 
- Associate Editor, Journal of Geophysical Research, Biogeosciences, 2011-2014 
- Lead instructor and manager, Forest and Climate Leaders in Menominee and the 

Environment (For-CLIMATE), NSF-support field-based outreach course for Native 
American students at tribal college and high school 

- Chair, American Meteorological Society (AMS), Agricultural and Forest Meteorology, 
Science Technical and Advisory Committee (STAC), 2010-2016 

- Chair, National Ecological Observatory Network (NEON, Inc.), Fundamental Instrument 
Unit Working Groups (FIU-WG), 2010- 

- Member, North American Carbon Program (NACP) Science Steering Group (SSG), 2010-
2016 

 


